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To RETRIBI) FE. v. a, [retribuo,L,at. reti ibuer, Fr.] To 
pay back; to make repayment of. 

Both the will and power to ferve him are his upon fo many 
fcores, that we are unable to retribute, unlefs we do reftore ; 
and all the duties we can pay our maker are lefs properly re¬ 
quitals than reftitutions. Boyle. 

In the ftate of nature, a man comes by no arbitrary power 
to ufe a criminal, but only to retribute to him, fo far as calm 
reafcn and conference didlate, what is proportionate to his 
tranfgreftiom Locke. 

."Re triEi/Tion. n. f. [ retribution , Fr. from retribute .] Re¬ 
payment ; return accommodated to the a£lion. 

The king thought he had not remunerated his people fuf- 
ficiently with good laws, which evermore was his retribution 
for treafure. Bacon's Henry VII. 

All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 
Of painful fuperftition, and blind zeal, 

Nought feeking but the praife of men, here find 
Fit retribution , empty as their deeds. Milton s Par. Loft. 
In good offices and due retributions , we may not be pinch¬ 
ing and niggardly : it argues an ignoble mind, where we have 
wronged to higgle and dodge in the amends. Hall. 

There is no nation, though plunged into never fuch grofs 
idolatry, but has fome awful fenfe of a deity, and a perfua- 
fion of a ftate of retribution to men after this life. South. 

It is a ftrong argument for a ftate of retribution hereafter, 
that in this world virtuous perfons are very often unfortunate, 
and vicious perfons profperous. AddiforCs Spectator. 

Retri'butory. tadj. [from retribute.'] Repaying; making 
Retri'butive. 3 repayment. 

Something ftrangely retributive is working. Clariffa. 

Retrie'vable. adj. [from retrieve. ] That may be retrieved. 
To RETRIE'VE. v. a. [ retrouver , Fr.] 

1. A l'orecover; to reftore. 

By this conduct we may retrieve the publick credit of reli¬ 
gion, reform the example of the age, and leften the danger 
we complain of. Rogers’s Sermons. 

2 . To repair. 

O reafon ! once again to thee I call ; 

Accept my for row, and retrieve my fall. Prior. 

3. To regain. 

With late repentance now they would retrieve 
The bodies they forfook, and wifli to live. Dry den . 

Philomela’s liberty retriev’d , 

Cheers her fad foul. Philips. 

4. To recall; to bring back. 

If one, like the old Latin poets, came among them, it would 
be a means to retrieve them from their cold trivial conceits, 
to an imitation of their predeceflors. Berkeley to Pope. 

Retroce'ssion. n.f. [retrocejfum, Lat.] The a£t of going 
back. 

Tetrocopu'lation. n. f [ retro and copidation.] Poft-coition. 
From the' nature of this pofition, there enfueth a neceffity 
of retrocopulation. Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

Retrograda / tion. n.f. [retrogradation, Fr. from retrograded] 
The a£l of going backward. 

As for the revolutions, ftations, and retrogadauons of the 
planets, obferved conftantly in moft certain periods of time, 
fufficiently demonftrates, that their motions are governed by 
counfel. I lay on the Creation. 

RE'TROGRADE. adj. [retrograde , Fr. retro and gradior , Lat.] 

1. Going backward. 

Princes, if they ufe ambitious men, fhoukl handle it fo, 
as they be ft ill progreffive, and not retrograde. Bacon. 

2 . Contrary ; oppofite. 

Your intent 

In going back to fchool to Wittenberg, 

It is moft retrograde to our defire. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

3. In aftronomy, planets are retrograde , when by their proper 
motion in the zodiack, they move backward, and con¬ 
trary to the fuccelfion of the figns ; as from the fecond de¬ 
cree of Aries to the firft : but this retrogradation is only ap¬ 
parent and occafioned by the oblerver’s eye being placed on 
the earth ; for to an eye at the fun, the planet will appear al¬ 
ways direcl, and never either ftationary or retrograde. Harris. 

J Their wand’ring courfe, now high, now low, then hid, 
Progreffive, retrograde , or Handing ftill, 

In fix thou fee’ft. Shakefp. Paradife Loft. 

Two geomantick figures were difplay d ; 

One when direcSt, and one when retrograde. Dryden. 

To Re trograde, v. n. [retiograder, fir. retro and gradior, 
Lat.] To go backward. 

The race and period of all things here is to turn things 
more pneumatical and rare, and not to retrograde from pneu- 
matical to that which is denfe. ^ Bacon. . 

Retrogression, n.f. [? etro and greffus, Lat.] Iheactof 
going backwards. 

The account, eftablilhed upon the rife and defeent of the 
ftars, can be no reafonable rule unto diftant nations, and by 
reafon of their retrogreffton , but temporary unto any one. Bro. 
Retromi'ngency. n.f [retro and mingo, Bat.] The quality 

of ftaling backwards. # . 

The Taft foundation was retromingency, or pitting back¬ 
wards ; for men obferving both fexes to urine backwards, or 
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averfiy between their legs, they might conceive there were fo 
minine parts in both. * Brown’s Vulgar Errours 

RetromFngent. adj. [retro and mingens , Lat.] Staling 
backward. 

By reafon of the backward pofition of the feminine parts 
of quadrupeds, they can hardly admit the fubftitution of maf- 
culine generations, except it be in reiromingents. Brown. 
RETROSPECT, n.f [retro and fpecio, Lat.] Look thrown 
upon things behind or things paft. 

As you arraign his majefty by retrofpeft , fo you condemn 
his government by fecond fight. Addifoh’s Freeholder , N° g 
Retrospection, n. f. [from retrofpem ] AcFor faculty of 
looking backwards. 

Can’ft thou take delight in viewing 
This poor ifie’s approaching ruin; 

When thy retrefpeftion vaft 
Sees the glorious ages paft? 

Happy nation were we blind, 

Or had only eyes behind. _ Swift. 

Retrospective, adj. [from retrofpetf.] Looking backwards. 
In vain the grave, with retrofpeftive eye. 

Would from the apparent what conclude the why. Pope. 
To Reti/nd. v. a. [reiundo, Lat.] To blunt; to turn. 

Covered with fkin and hair keeps it warm, being naturally 
a very cold part, and alfo to quench and difiipate the force of 
any ftroke that (hall be dealt it, and refund the edge of any 
weapon. Ray on the Creation, 

To RET-U'RN. v. n. [: retourner , Fr.] 

1. To come to the fame, place. 

Return , my fon David, for I will do thee no harm. 1 Sam: 
Whofo rolleth a ftone, it will return upon him. Proy. xxvi. 
Go, return on thy way to the wildernefs. 1 Kings x ix. 15. 

2. To come back to the fame ftate. 

The waters returned from oft the earth continually. Gen. 
Judgment fhall return unto righteoufnefs. P[aim xciv. 15. 
In returning and reft fhall ye be faved. Ifaiah xxx. 15. 

On their embattel’d ranks the waves return. Mimh. 

If they returned out of bondage, it mult be into a ftate of 
freedom. Locke. 

3. To go back. 

I am in blood 

Stept in fo far, that fhould I wade no more, 

Returning were as tedious as go o’er. Shakefp. Macbeth. 
Hezekiah lent to the king of Aftym, faying, I have of¬ 
fended, return from me, 2 Kings xviii. 14. 

To return to the bufinefs in hand, the ufe of a little in¬ 
fight in thofe parts of knowledge, is to accuftom our minds 
to all forts of ideas. Locke, 

4. To make anfwer. 

'The thing of courage, 

As rouz’d with rage, with rage doth fympathize ; 

And with an accent tun’d in lelf fame key. 

Returns to chiding fortune. Shakefp. Trail, and Crcjfida. 

He faid ; and thus the queen of heaven return’d ; 

Muft I, oh Jove in bloody wars contend ! Pope. 

5. To come back; to come again ; to revifit. 

T hou to mankind 

Be good, and friendly ftill, and oft return. Milton. 

6. After a periodical revolution, to begin the fame again. 

With the year 

Seafons return, but not to me returns 

Day, or the fweet approach of ev’n or morn. Milton. 

7. To retort; to recriminate. 

If you are a malicious reader, you return upon me, that I 
affe£l to be thought more impartial than I am. Dryden. 

To Retu'rn. v. a. 

1. To repay ; to give in requital. 

Return him a trefpafs offering. 1 Sam. vi. 3- 

Thy Lord fhall return thy wickednefs upon thine own 
head. i Kings ii. 44- 

What peace can we return, 

But to our power, hoftility, and hate. Milton. 

When anfwer none return’d , I let me down. Milton. 

2. To give back. 

What counfel give ye to return anfwer to this people. 2 Chr. 

3. To fend back. 

Rejedt not then what offer’d means, who knows 
But God hath fet before us, to return thee 
Home to thy country and his facred houfe. Milton’s Agon. 

4. To give account of. 

Probably one fourth part more died of the plague than arc 
returned. Graunt’s Bills of Mortality. 

5. To tranfmit. 

Inftead of a {hip, he fhould levy money, and return the 
fame to the treafurer for his majefty’sufe. Clarendon. 

Return, n.f [from the verb.] 

1. A £1 of coming back to the fame place. 

The king of France fo fuddenly gone back ! 

Something iince his coming forth is thought of, 

That his return was now moft necefiary. 

When forc’d from hence to view our parts he mourns; 
Takes little jourriies, and makes quick returns. Dryden. 

2. Retrogreffton. i a 

3. Act 
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, aA of coming back to the fame ftate. 

* A At°the return of the year, the king of SyHa*^comeup. _ 
4 ' ^Weapons hardl“',der rule; yet even they have return 

and viciflitudes; for ordnance was known in the city of the 

Oxidraces in India, and is what the Macedonians called 

, Repayment of money laid out in commodities for fale. 

5 ‘ As 'for any merchandize you have bought, ye ihall have 

your return in merchandize or gold.. vf???* 

■ As to roots accelerated in their ripening, there is the hig 
price that thofe things bear, and the iwiftnefi of their returns 5 
for, in fome grounds, a radifh comes m a month, that in others 
will not come in two, and fo make double returns. Baa . 

6 . Profit; advantage. . . ...... 

The fruit, from many days of recreation, is very little 5 

but from there few hours we fpend in prayer, the return is 

Taylor s Rule of Li ving Holy. 

7. "Remittance ; payment from a diftant place. 

Within thefe two months, I do expect return 
Of thrice three times the value of this bond. Shakefp. 
Brokers cannot have lefs money by them, than one twen¬ 
tieth part of their yearly returns, Locke. 

8. Repayment; retribution; requital. 

You made my liberty your late fequeft. 

Is no return due from a grateful breaft ? 

I 0-row impatient, ’till I find fome way, 

Great offices, with greater to repay. Dryden. 

Since thefe are fome of the returns which we made to God 
after obtaining our fucceffes, can we rcalonably prefume, that 
we are in the favour of God ? _ Atterbury. 

Nothing better becomes a perfon in a publick character, 
than fuch a publick fpirit; nor is there any thing likely to 
procure him larger returns of efteem. Atterbury. 

Returns, like thefe, our miftrels bids us make. 

When from a foreign prince a gift her Britons take. Prior. 
Ungrateful lord ! * 

Would’ft thou invade my life, as a return 
For proffer’d love ? Rowe. 

q. Adi of reftoring or giving back ; reftitution. 

The other ground^of God’s foie property in any thing, is 
the gift, or rather the return of it made by man to God. South. 

10. Relapfe. 

This is breaking into a conftitution to ferve a prefent ex¬ 
pedient; the remedy of an empirick, to ftifle the prefent 
pain, but with certain profpedt of fudden returns. Swift. 

11. [Retour, Fr.] 

Either of the adjoining fides of the front of an houfe, or 
ground-plot, is called a return fide. Moxon’s Mech. Exerc . 

Both thefe fides are not only returns, but parts of the front, 
and a {lately tower in the midft of the front. Bacon. 

Returnable, adj. Allowed to be reported back. A law 
term. 

It may be decided in that court, where the verdidl is re¬ 
turnable. Hale. 

He {hall have an attachment againft the fheriff, diredled to 
the coroner, and returnable into the king’s bench. Ayliffe. 
Retu'rner. n.f [from return.] One who pays or remits 
money. 

The chapmen, that give higheft for this, can make moft 
profit by it, and thofe are the returners of our money. Locke. 
Reve. n. f The bailiff of a franchife or manour. 

The reve, the miller, and the mincing lady priorefs fpeak 
in charadler. Dryden. 

To REV EAT. v. a. [revelo, Lat. reveler , Fr.] 

1. To fhow ; to difeover ; to lay open ; to dilclofe a fecret. 

Be afhamed : fpeaking again that which thou haft heard, 
and re-vealing of fecrets. Eccluf. xli. 23. 

I will cure them, and reveal unto them the abundance of 
peace. jfer. xxxiii. 6. 

Light was the wound, the prince’s care unknown. 

She might not, would not yet reveal her own. Waller. 

The anfwer to one who afked what time was, fi non rogas 
irdclligo ; that is, the more I think of time, the lefs I under- 
ftand it; might perfuade one, that time, which reveals all 
other things, is itfelf not to be dilcovered. Locke. 

2. To impart from heaven. 

The fufterings of this life are not to be compared with the 
glory which fhall be revealed in us. Romans viii. 18. 

Revf.aler. n.f [from reveal.] 

1. Difcoverer ; one that fhows or makes known. 

The habit of faith in divinity is an argument of things un- 
feen, as a liable aflent unto things inevident, upon authority 
of the divine revealer. Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

The lives of the revealers may be juftly fet over againft the 
revelation, to find whether they agree. Atterbury. 

2. One that difeovers to view. 

He brought a taper ; the revealer light 
Expos’d both crime and criminal to fight. Dryden. 

To RE / VEL. v. n. [Skinner derives it from rcveiller, Fr. to 
awake ; Mr. Lye from raveelcn , Dutch, to rove loofely about, 
which is much countenanced by the old phrafe, revel-rout .] ’ 
1. To leaf! with loofe and clamorous merriment. 
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My honey love. 

Will we return unto thy father’s houfe. 

And revel it as bravely as the beft. 

We’ll keep no great ado—a friend or two. 

Tybalt being fiain fo late. 

It may be thought we held him carelefsly. 

Being our kinfman, if we revel much. 

Antony, that revels long o’ nights, 
j s U p # Shakefp. Jidias Cafar. 

We fhall have revelling to-night; 

I will affume thy part in fome difguife. Shakefpl 

He can report you more odd tales 
Of our outlaw Robin Hood, 

That revell’d here in Sherewood, • . 

Though he ne’er fhot in his bow. Benj. Joanfon . 

Were the dodlrine new. 

That the earth mov’d, this day would make it true; 

For every part to dance and revel goes, 

They tread the air, and fall not where they rofe. 

Whene’er I revel’d in the women’s bow’rs ; 

For firft I fought her but at loofer hours 1 
The apples fhe had gather’d fmelt moft fweet. Prior. 
Re'vel. n.f. [from the verb.] A feaft with loofe and noity 
jollity. 

Let them pinch th* unclean knight, 

And afk him, why, that hour of fairy revel , 

In their fo facred paths he dares to tread ? Shakefp . 

They could do no lefs but, under your fair conduct. 

Crave leave to view thefe ladies, and intreat 
An hour of revels with them. Shakefp . 

To Reve'l. V. a. [revello, Lat.] To retra£I; to draw back. 
Thofe, who mifearry, efcape by their flood, revelling the 
humours from their lungs. Harveys 

Revel-rout; rt. f A mob ; an unlawful affembly of a 
rabble. Ainfwortb . 

For this his minion, the revel rout is done; 

—I have been told, that you 

Are frequent in your vifitation to hen Rowe’s fane Shore. 
Revela'tion. n.f [from revelation, Fr.] Difcovery ; com¬ 
munication ; communication of facred and myfterious truths 
by a teacher from heaven. 

When the divine revelations were committed to writing, 
the Jews were luch fcrupulous reverers of them, that they 
numbered even the letters of the Old Teftament. D. of Pie. 

As the gofpel appears in refpedl of the law to be a clearer 
revelation of the myftical part, fo it is a far more benign dif- 
penfation of the pradlical part. Sprat* 

Re'veller. n.f. [from revel.] One who feafts with noifyjollity. - 
Fairies black, grey, green and white. 

You moonfhine revellers attend your office. Shakefp , 

Unwelcome revellers, whofe lawlefs joy 
Pains the fage ear, and hurts the fober eye. Pope* 

Re'velry. n.f. [from revel.] Loofe jollity; feftive mirth. 
Forget this new-fall’n dignity, 

„ And fall into our ruftick revelry. Shakefp< 

There let Hymen oft appear 
In faffron robe with taper clear. 

And pomp, and feaft, and revelry , 

With mafk and antick pageantry. Milton% 

To REVENGE, v. a. [revencher, revaneher , Fr.] 

1. To return an injury. 

2. To vindicate by punifhment of an enemy.- 

If our hard fortune no compaffion draws. 

The gods are juft, and will revenge our caufe. Dryden . 

3. To wreak one’s wrongs on him that inflidled them. With 
the reciprocal pronoun. 

Come, Antony and young 0 £lavius, 

Revenge yourfelves alone on Caffius. Shakefp. Jul. Ccefar. 

It is a quarrel moft unnatural. 

To be reveng’d on him that loveth thee. Shakefp. Rich. III. 

Northumberland flew thy father; 

And thine, lord Clifford ; and you vow’d revenge : 

If I be not, heav’ns be reveng’d on me ! Shakefp. 

Edom hath revenged himfelf upon Judah. Ezek. xxv. 12. 
O Lord, vifit me, and revenge me of my perfecutors. JeY. 
Who fhall come to Hand againft thee, to be revenged for 
the unrighteous men ? Wifdom xii. 12. 

Your fury of a wife, 

Not yet content to be reveng’d on you , 

Th’ agents ot your paffion will purfue. Dryden . 

Reve'nge. n.f [revenche, revanche, Fr.] Return of an injury. 
Revenges burn in them : for their dear caufes 
Would, to the bleeding and the grim alarm, 

Excite the mortified man. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

May we, with the witnefs of a good confcience, purfue hirh 
With further revenge. Shakefp. Merry Wives of Wind, or. 

. 1 will make mine arrows drunk with blood ; from the be¬ 
ginning of revenges upon the enemy. Deutr. xxxii. 42. 

reradventure he will be enticed, and we {hail prevail againft 
him, and take our revenge on him. J er% x ^. io . 

Deformed perfons are commonly even with nature; for as 
nature has done ill by them, fothey do by nature ; being void 
of natural affe£tion, they have their revenge of nature. Bacon . 
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